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MUNICIPAL FORUM 2019  
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Migration and displacement are still among the most 
important and cross-cutting issues that impact 
populations, sectors and efforts towards more resilient and 
developed societies in multiple scales.  

In the face of large migrant movements across the world 
and the resulting challenges and opportunities, Municipal 
Forum 2019 brought several local development actors 
around the world together. 16 mayors from 12 countries 
in 4 continents and 15 mayors from Turkey were among 
more than 60 distinguished speakers.  

Turkey is currently hosting the largest number of refugees 
in the world. Hosted by Turkey’s Gaziantep city which 
hosts approximately 500,000 Syrians under temporary 
protection, Municipal Forum 2019 particularly focused on 
the exchange of experience among Turkish and various 
other municipalities from different parts of the world.

https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k
https://youtu.be/aftcDTqLu-k


4

MUNICIPAL FORUM 2019  
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Municipal Forum 2019 highlighted how approaches 
bridging humanitarian and development responses, such as 
the New Way of Working, have been put into practice to 
achieve the goals and objectives of the Global Compact on 
Refugees (GCR) and the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly 
and Regular Migration (GCM). 

Ahead of the first Global Refugee Forum (GRF) that Turkey 
co-convened and UNHCR co-hosted on 16-18 December 2019 
in Geneva, Municipal Forum 2019 presented the 2019 
Gaziantep Declaration reflecting, inter alia, good practices 
on the implementation of globally and regionally agreed 
principles on local solutions to migration and displacement. 

The Declaration was presented by Ms. Fatma Şahin, Mayor of 
Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality at the Global Refugee 
Forum in Geneva on 16 December 2019 in the Spotlight 
Session “Realizing Inclusion with City and Refugee Leaders” 
to a global audience.
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OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

• Fuat Oktay / Vice President, Republic of Turkey 

• Daniel Endres / Director, Global Refugee Forum, 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) 

• Jill Helke / Director, International Cooperation and 
Partnerships, IOM, Geneva 

• Alvaro Rodriguez / UN Turkey Officer in Charge 

• Fatma Şahin / Mayor of Gaziantep Metropolitan 
Municipality, Former President of UCLG-MEWA, 
President of Union of Municipalities of Turkey (UMT) 

• Agi Veres / Deputy Regional Director, UNDP Europe 
and the CIS

OPENING SPEECHES

Please click to watch the opening ceremony
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MESSAGES

Although we have limited resources, we have the 
policy not to turn our backs to our neighbours. We 
don’t discriminate races, religions. We have never 
did. As Turkey we didn’t do just our part, we also 
took on our backs the responsibilities of 
international communities in order to leave a 
better legacy. 

Fuat Oktay 
Vice President, Republic of Turkey

“

“

OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Please click to watch the speech
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MESSAGES

We couldn't let millions of Aylan babies disappear. 
We couldn't have explained this to other 
generations. We have taught the world a lesson for 
7 years with the ‘open door policy’. We created 
living space with the Gaziantep model. We have 
hosted as many as one quarter of our local 
population, as guests. This is a very important 
figure. 

Fatma Şahin 
Mayor of Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality, 
Former President of UCLG-MEWA, President of 
Union of Municipalities of Turkey (UMT)

“

“

OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=376
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=376
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=376
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MESSAGES

I would like to thank to the Republic of Turkey  
for opening its doors to the largest refugee 
population in the world. Turkey showed really a 
particularly important example of the effort of 
the municipalities. Local developments and 
innovations continue thanks to the 
municipalities. 

Alvaro Rodriguez  
UN Turkey Officer in Charge

“

“

OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=1429
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=1429
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MESSAGES

Mayors play a key role in the process for economic 
inclusion. Mayors’ mechanism developed a 
roadmap to contribute implementation of global 
compact. They can help and ensure local policies 
and attitudes shaped to leave no one behind. Role 
of mayors and local governments increase in 
national level. We hope we can inspire one another 
even faster. 

Jill Helke  
Director, International Cooperation and 
Partnerships, IOM, Geneva 

“

“

OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=4805
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=4805
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https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=4805
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MESSAGES

Over the years, what Gaziantep has done in this 
process will be better understood and will be an 
important lesson. Refugees have access to 
protection and housing. Education for children 
and employment for adults are good examples of 
social inclusion. 

Daniel Endres 
Director, Global Refugee Forum, United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) “

“

OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=5156
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=5156
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MESSAGES

The number of international immigrants has 
reached to 270 million. 90 percent of these 
migrations are due to economic reasons. For the 
education, security and social cohesion of 
immigrants and refugees, there is a lot of work to 
do for local governments. Hosting a record 
number of refugees in the municipalities, the 
Republic of Turkey sets an example to the world. 

Agi Veres 
Deputy Regional Director, UNDP Europe  
and the CIS

“

“

OPENING CEREMONY 
FROM EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE  
AND DEVELOPMENT 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=5623
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=5623
https://youtu.be/uuTUhk8Guxs?t=5623
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MAYORAL PANEL 1  
LOCALIZATION OF THE SDGs THROUGH 
GOVERNANCE AND INCLUSIVE PLANNING IN 
RESPONSE TO MIGRATION AND REFUGEES

• Mohamed Boussraoui / Programme Director, UCLG 

• Abdurrahman Dursun / Mayor of Sultangazi, Istanbul, Turkey 

• Susana Garrido Gandullo / Mayor of Villamanrique de la 
Condesa, Seville, Spain 

• Dinçer Orkan / Mayor of Karesi Municipality, Balıkesir, Turkey 

• Cecile Riallant / Head of the Migration and Sustainable 
Development Unit, IOM 

• Mohamad Saadieh / Mayor of Deirnbouh, Lebanon / 
President of UCLG-MEWA / President of Union of Dannieh 
Municipalities

PARTICIPANTS

Please click to watch the panel

For detailed information about the session please click

https://youtu.be/7Y2vf_OQsps
https://youtu.be/7Y2vf_OQsps
https://youtu.be/7Y2vf_OQsps
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PARALLEL SESSION 1 .1  
MAYORS DRIVING JOB CREATION,  
PARTNERSHIPS WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR,  
AND SUSTAINABLE LIVELIHOODS

• Arda Batu / Secretary General, TÜRKONFED 

• Adnan Ünverdi / Chairperson of the Board, Gaziantep 
Chamber of Industry 

• Khaled Bablli / Chairman of the Syrian Businessmen and 
Entrepreneurs Organization (SIAD) 

• Ayşegül Yalçın Eriş / Deputy General Coordinator, SGDD-
ASAM 

• Šuhret Fazlić / Mayor of Bihac, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

• Gordon Noble / Head of Policy and Advocacy, Australian 
Sustainable Finance Initiative 

• Teodor Petkov / Mayor of Vitosha, Sofia, Bulgaria

PARTICIPANTS

For detailed information about the session please click

Please click to watch the session

https://youtu.be/9CeGoyOQcqE
https://youtu.be/9CeGoyOQcqE
https://youtu.be/9CeGoyOQcqE
https://youtu.be/9CeGoyOQcqE
https://youtu.be/9CeGoyOQcqE
https://youtu.be/9CeGoyOQcqE
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https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
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https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
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https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-1/
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PARALLEL SESSION 1 .2  
CITIES AS SAFE HAVENS:  MUNICIPALITIES 
ENSURING SAFE AND PROTECTIVE 
ENVIRONMENTS

• Hülya Alper / Academy Director, WALD 

• Tony Doyle / Chief Executive Officer, Knox City Council, 
Australia 

• Kenan Gültürk / Deputy Mayor of Bağcılar Municipality, 
Istanbul, Turkey 

• Şenay Özden / Researcher in Anthropology 

• Sinan Özden / National Project Coordinator, SKL International 
RESLOG-Turkey Project 

• Bojan Randjelovic / Assistant Mayor of Pirot City, Serbia 

• Gayed Sened / Representative, Tomorrow’s Women 
Committee 

• Shoichiro Suzuki / Deputy Mayor of the City of Kyoto, Japan

PARTICIPANTS

Please click to watch the session

For detailed information about the session please click
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https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://youtu.be/lfvLIZrn_dA
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-1-2/


18

MAYORAL PANEL 2  
CITY NETWORKS AND COOPERATION:  HOW 
TO REPLICATE AND SCALE SUCCESS STORIES 
IN LOCAL RESPONSES

• Dalia Rosa Delgado Burbano / Northeast Territorial 
Coordinator, UNDP Colombia 

• Dušanka Golubović / Mayor of the City of Sombor, Serbia 

• Hüseyin Keskin / Mayor of Sultanbeyli, Istanbul, Turkey 

• Rouba Mhaissen / Founder & Director, SAWA for Development 
and Aid 

• Maria Ramos / Journalist and TRT World News Anchor

PARTICIPANTS

For detailed information about the session please click

Please click to watch the panel
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MAYORAL PANEL 3  
GOVERNANCE AS A CATALYST:  L INKING 
NATIONAL-LOCAL LEVEL GOVERNANCE AND 
THE ROLE OF SMALL AND INTERMEDIARY 
CITIES

• Zinnur Büyükgöz / Mayor of Gebze, Kocaeli, Turkey 

• Mehmet Murat Çalık / Mayor of Beylikdüzü, Istanbul, Turkey 

• Andreas Hollstein / Mayor of the City of Altena, Germany 

• Salim Korkmaz / General Coordinator of UCLG-MEWA 

• Burak Oğuz / Mayor of Urla, Izmir, Turkey 

• Antonio Rodríguez Osuna / Mayor of Mérida, Extremadura, 
Spain 

• Firdaous Oussidhoum / Coordinator of UCLG Intermediary 
Cities Forum

PARTICIPANTS

For detailed information about the session please click

Please click to watch the panel
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PARALLEL SESSION 2 .1  
ANCHORING SUCCESS FOR ALL :  GENDER 
EQUALITY AND YOUTH EMPOWERMENT

• Ömer Arısoy / Mayor of Zeytinburnu, Istanbul, Turkey 

• Nuray Karaoğlu / KA.DER Chairwoman  

• Ali Haidar Khalifeh / Mayor of Sarafand Municipality, Lebanon 

• Iris Bjorg Kristjansdottir / Regional Migration and 
Humanitarian Specialist, UN Women Europe 

• Ruslan Martsinkiv / Mayor of Ivano-Frankivsk City, Ukraine 

• Rumiko Seya / President of Japan Center for Conflict 
Prevention 

• Carlos Mascarell Vilar / Policy Officer Governance and 
Citizenship, Council of European Municipalities and Regions

PARTICIPANTS

Please click to watch the session

For detailed information about the session please click
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PARALLEL SESSION 2 .2  
ENSURING DIGNITY:  LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
FOSTERING ACCESS TO BASIC SERVICES 
SUCH AS HEALTH AND EDUCATION

• Meryem Aslan / Director, Oxfam Turkey 

• Vural Çakır / President, INGEV Foundation  

• Mehmet Harmancı / Mayor of the Nicosia Turkish 
Municipality, Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 

• Muammer Keskin / Mayor of Sisli, Istanbul, Turkey 

• Asim Khan / Ex-Mayor of Peshawar City District Government, 
Pakistan 

• Mehmet Tahmazoğlu / Mayor of Şahinbey Municipality, 
Gaziantep, Turkey

PARTICIPANTS

Please click to watch the session

For detailed information about the session please click

https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://youtu.be/wtE734p9xh0
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/parallel-session-2-2/


22

PARALLEL SESSION 2 .3  
A VISION OF SUSTAINABLE & SMART CITIES ,  
CIRCULAR URBAN ECONOMIES ,  THE ROLE OF NEW 
TECHNOLOGIES AND THE IMPACT OF MIGRATION 
AND DISPLACEMENT ON ENVIRONMENT

• Seher Alacacı Arıner / Assistant Resident Representative, 
UNDP Turkey 

• M. Cemil Arslan / Secretary General, Marmara Municipalities 
Union 

• Cai Baodi / Director of Exit-Entry Administration Bureau of 
Shanghai Public Security Bureau 

• Baran Bozoğlu / Director, Chamber of Environmental 
Engineers (TMMOB) 

• Harold Logie Tucker / Mayor of Bo, Southern Sierra Leone 

• Sertaç Turhal / Project Manager, Syria Crisis Resilience and 
Response Programme, UNDP Turkey 

• Carmen Vélez /Head of Planning and Evaluation Unit, 
Andalusian Agency for International Development Cooperation

PARTICIPANTS

For detailed information about the session please click

Please click to watch the session
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MESSAGES

Revolution of our cities are linked to the movement of 
people. Migrants are our neighbours who live in our 
city and work with us. It is the role of local authorities 
to support newcomers and to showcase how 
migrants contribute to the local economy. 

Mohamed Boussraoui / Programme Director, UCLG

Istanbul is home to approximately 550,000 asylum 
seekers. And 10% of these asylum seekers are hosted 
in Sultangazi district. Education is indispensable. 
Through education, children gain the opportunity to 
integrate into the society. 

Abdurrahman Dursun / Mayor of Sultangazi, 
Istanbul, Turkey

“

“
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In order to contribute to social peace, Gaziantep 
Chamber of Industry started a Vocational Training 
Program in our city - which is hosting 550 thousand 
Syrians - and trained 6 thousand migrants and refugees. 
35% of these trainees now work in our workplaces. This 
program is a role model for Turkey. Now we are working 
with Adana Chamber of Industry to spread the program. 

Adnan Ünverdi / Chairperson of the Board, Gaziantep 
Chamber of Industry

There’s no immigration crisis in Bosnia but there was a 
crisis in my city, Bihac as it is in the EU border zone. We 
have more than 40.000 migrants and refugees - mostly 
from Pakistan and Central Asia - they’re trying to reach 
EU countries in our city. We started to work with NGOs 
and international community, we focused on job creation 
for migrants and refugees. Now they actually became 
one of the main pillars of our local economy’s growth. We 
invite local authorities to learn from Bihac example. 

Šuhret Fazlić / Mayor of Bihac, Bosnia and Herzegovina

“

“

MESSAGES



25

After the welcome and resettlement phases with our 
refugee brothers and sisters, we have now moved on to 
living together. In Bağcılar, we are hosting 153.000 
refugees. We have been organizing incentive programs for 
schooling, especially for the last 2 years as the young 
population is high. The number of participants in these 
programs, which was 6.000 two years ago, rose to 10.500 
this year. 

Kenan Gültürk / Deputy Mayor of Bağcılar Municipality, 
Istanbul, Turkey

“

There are 20.000 refugees from 21 different countries in 
Sultanbeyli. We collaborate with academics, NGOs and 
international funding providers. We carry out studies on 
refugees with an integrated service approach. We 
provided psychological support to 696 refugees. Through 
the RESLOG project, Sultanbeyli Municipality enriched its 
humanitarian assistance activities in the field of resilience 
with a comprehensive migration planning approach. 

Hüseyin Keskin / Mayor of Sultanbeyli,  
Istanbul, Turkey

“
MESSAGES
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If there are local governments that play important roles in 
the face of migration, you need to give them many 
instruments. Municipalities are the main service providers. 
We are the ones who produce projects or ideas. Our 
municipalities have met the stage of arrival with great 
devotion so far. We will now provide solutions for settling 
and living together. 

Sinan Özden / National Project Coordinator, SKL 
International RESLOG-Turkey Project

“

When we look at the big picture about migration, we see 
that we also learned to live together. The migration units 
established by local administrations are very important. 
We especially care about children in social cohesion. A 
Syrian child succeeded in the courses that we held and 
gained admission to medical school and in his speech he 
said 'I want to return to my country and become a 
politician'. Perhaps one of the best examples of social 
cohesion. 

Hülya Alper / Academy Director, WALD

“
MESSAGES
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There are close to 71 million displaced people worldwide. 
There is a strong link between migration and 
development, and access to education has an important 
place at this point. We provided vocational training to 
12,825 individuals. It is very important that the private 
sector continues to support the process and that the 
municipalities open more space for projects. 

Ayşegül Yalçın Eriş / Deputy General Coordinator, SGDD-
ASAM

“

Turkey’s efforts for Syrians deserve praise and 
appreciation. A lot of work has been carried out both for 
them to live decent lives here and to go back safely to 
their home country. Kyoto which has been among the 
top 10 of the World's Most Livable Cities list two years in a 
row, owes its development to embracing the newcomers 
to the country. Our aim is to combine different cultures 
and have a multicultural society. 

Shoichiro Suzuki / Deputy Mayor of the City of Kyoto, 
Japan

“
MESSAGES
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We have a population of 371.000 and we host 44.000 
refugees. Last year, we experienced an increase of 7.200 
in the number of students. This figure explains the 
difficulties we are going through in education. It was 
important that the central administrations also 
provided financial support to local governments. More 
initiatives should be given to local governments and 
legal basis for this should be established. 

Zinnur Büyükgöz / Mayor of Gebze, Kocaeli, Turkey

“

In Beylikdüzü, we host 20.292 refugees. In 2016, we 
established an immigration service unit. We provide 
support for refugees such as clothing and furnitures. We 
also have projects for children to start their education. 
Local governments need more support. This issue should 
be handled as a national issue otherwise we cannot 
produce a rational solution. 

Mehmet Murat Çalık / Mayor of Beylikdüzü, Istanbul, 
Turkey

“
MESSAGES
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Let’s invest in the human capital. Migration is a universal 
and timeless movement throughout the planet, 
investing in the human value and capabilities, wherever 
they are, building the future resilience. What kind of 
cities and environments are we building for refugees 
and for us, knowing that today’s actions are tomorrow’s 
legacy? 

Firdaous Oussidhoum / Coordinator of UCLG 
Intermediary Cities Forum

“

Zeytinburnu has been preferred by immigrants since the 
day it was founded. 25.000 Syrians live in our district with 
a population of 284.000. We prepared projects for the 
integration of immigrants. We aim to develop 
educational and training materials for institutions 
working in the field of migration. We established a 
Migrant Women's Club. In this club, migrant women 
come together to form social cohesion. 

Ömer Arısoy / Mayor of Zeytinburnu, Istanbul, Turkey

“
MESSAGES
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Migration is experienced differently by women and 
men. This is a humanitarian drama. During migration 
women suffer common challenges due to gender 
inequality. As KA.DER we are fighting for women to live 
without discrimination. Being gender responsive is an 
awareness itself. 

Nuray Karaoğlu / KA.DER Chairwoman

“

As people of Lebanon we are putting every effort to 
support refugees. We in our towns willingly welcome 
our displaced sisters and brothers. We include them in 
our education and health systems. We share 
everything with them. What we have done in Sarafand 
Municipality is to seek better conditions for them. We 
try to empower them.  

Ali Haidar Khalifeh / Mayor of Sarafand Municipality, 
Lebanon

“
MESSAGES
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INTERVIEWS

Claudio Tomasi / Resident Representative, UNDP 
Turkey

Alvaro Rodriguez / UN Turkey Officer in Charge

Please click to watch all interviews
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Daniel Endres / Director, Global Refugee Forum, United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)

Jill Helke / Director, International Cooperation 
and Partnerships, IOM, Geneva
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Agi Veres / Deputy Regional Director, UNDP Europe 
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Cecile Riallant / Head of the Migration and 
Sustainable Development Unit, IOM
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Mehmet Duman / Secretary General, UCLG-MEWA / 
President of the Executive Committee, WALD

Mohamad Saadieh / Mayor of Deirnbouh, Lebanon / 
President of UCLG-MEWA / President of Union of 
Dannieh Municipalities
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Please click to watch all interviews

https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/7oga64nFBo8
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://youtu.be/xXfEF1uUQ3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtN3WZnKUrQSLy2gLN5QiPA/videos


35

Latif Karadağ / Deputy Mayor of Gaziantep 
Metropolitan Municipality

Jean-Marie Garelli / UNHCR Turkey Deputy 
Representative
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PERSPECTIVE DATA

276,1 
million

Total number of 
international 
migrants at 

mid-year 2019.

%92
Wall Street Journal 

araştırmasına 
katılan 900 üst 

düzey yöneticinin 
%92’sine göre, 

çalışanlarda iletişim 
ve problem çözme 

becerileri teknik 
beceriler kadar…

%92
Wall Street Journal 

araştırmasına 
katılan 900 üst 

düzey yöneticinin 
%92’sine göre, 

çalışanlarda iletişim 
ve problem çözme 

becerileri teknik 
beceriler kadar…

Source: 
migrationdataportal.org

%15
The ratio of the 

Syrian 
population to 
that of host 

communities in 
Southeast 

Turkey.

Source: UNDP Support to 
Municipal Resilience in 

Turkey Report

Number of 
refugees which 

the 
municipalities in 
Southeast Turkey 
collectively host.

Source: UNDP Support to 
Municipal Resilience in 

Turkey Report

1,3 
million +

3,6  
million +

As of November 
2019, the number 
of Syrians under 

temporary 
protection in 

Turkey.

%92
Wall Street Journal 

araştırmasına 
katılan 900 üst 

düzey yöneticinin 
%92’sine göre, 

çalışanlarda iletişim 
ve problem çözme 

becerileri teknik 
beceriler kadar…

%92
Wall Street Journal 

araştırmasına 
katılan 900 üst 

düzey yöneticinin 
%92’sine göre, 

çalışanlarda iletişim 
ve problem çözme 

becerileri teknik 
beceriler kadar…

39
Number of 

projects 
implemented by 

UNDP for the 
municipalities in 

Southeast Turkey.

Source: UNDP Support to 
Municipal Resilience in 

Turkey Report

Excess amount of 
water consumption 
led by the increase 

in numbers of 
refugees in 

Southeast Turkey.

Source: UNDP Support to 
Municipal Resilience in 

Turkey Report

70 
billion litres

Source: UNDP Support to 
Municipal Resilience in 

Turkey Report

http://migrationdataportal.org
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CLOSING CEREMONY  
THE SIGNING OF 2019  GAZ İANTEP 
DECLARATION 

• Mehmet Duman / Secretary General, UCLG-MEWA / 
President of the Executive Committee, WALD 

• Jean-Marie Garelli / UNHCR Turkey Deputy 
Representative 

• Lado Vlademir Gvilava / Turkey Chief of Mission, IOM 

• Claudio Tomasi / Resident Representative, UNDP 
Turkey 

• Latif Karadağ / Deputy Mayor of Gaziantep 
Metropolitan Municipality

CLOSING SPEECHES

Please click to watch the closing ceremony

https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
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https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg
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MESSAGES

Here we found an opportunity to listen to 
experiences from different parts of the world. We 
have listened to different approaches and a variety 
of recommendations. First of all, under 
municipalities there is a need for establishing a unit 
and harmonization. Municipalities should have 
another unit for migration and social cohesion. 
Lack of information is another issue. If you cannot 
measure something you cannot solve it. 

Mehmet Duman  
Secretary General, UCLG-MEWA / President of the 
Executive Committee, WALD

“

“

CLOSING CEREMONY  
2019 GAZ İANTEP DECLARATION 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
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https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=505
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MESSAGES

Municipalities are among the key actors to come 
up with practical solutions in response to 
migration. Municipalities are recognized as critical 
partners and they deserve to be further supported.  
Inclusion of migrants and refugees in municipality 
services is important. The Global Refugee Forum in 
Geneva will provide an opportunity to make the 
mayors’ requests heard on a global level. 

Jean-Marie Garelli  
UNHCR Turkey Deputy Representative

“

“

CLOSING CEREMONY  
2019 GAZ İANTEP DECLARATION 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
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https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1072
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MESSAGES

Municipal Forum 2019 was one of our main goals as 
an institution. We know the value of gathering 
together physically and discussing. During the 
event, all the speakers mentioned important points 
and shared their experiences. The foundation of 
new collaborations was laid. 

Lado Vlademir Gvilava  
Turkey Chief of Mission, IOM

“

“

CLOSING CEREMONY  
2019 GAZ İANTEP DECLARATION 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1468
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1468
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1468
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https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1468
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MESSAGES

In these two days we have been very firmly 
grounded in reality. Reality is what we have to focus 
on. Local authorities shared their very practical 
actions. In each single context and culture they are 
quite different but actually they are all in the same 
direction. Hope is not a dream, it is possible. We are 
meeting in global levels. There will be a lot of talks 
in the Global Refugee Forum. These voices must be 
heard. What mayors and local authorities 
experience should be shared in global talks. 

Claudio Tomasi  
Resident Representative, UNDP Turkey

“

“

CLOSING CEREMONY  
2019 GAZ İANTEP DECLARATION 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
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https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
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https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=1797
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MESSAGES

On behalf of Gaziantep Metropolitan Municipality, 
I would like to thank all those who contributed to 
the realization of the Municipal Forum 2019, the 
valuable speakers and participants who shared 
their experiences on the stage. The better the 
immigration and integration management, the 
higher the welfare of people living in the city. We 
can say that a successful 'Gaziantep Model' has 
emerged in the field of migration and integration. 

Latif Karadağ  
Deputy Mayor of Gaziantep Metropolitan 
Municipality “

“
CLOSING CEREMONY  
2019 GAZ İANTEP DECLARATION 

Please click to watch the speech

https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=2548
https://youtu.be/4UmJMum-Hjg?t=2548
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2019 GAZ İANTEP DECLARATION

It is the declaration adopted by participants at the 
International Forum on Local Solutions to Migration and 
Displacement.   
The Forum was co-hosted by the Gaziantep Metropolitan 
Municipality and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), together with the United Nations 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the UN Migration Agency 
(IOM), the World Academy for Local Government and 
Democracy (WALD), the Union of Municipalities of Turkey 
(UMT), and the United Cities and Local Governments 
Middle East and West Asia Section (UCLG-MEWA). 
The Declaration is a reflection of and builds on the 
recognition of the important role of municipalities and 
cities confirmed by the Global Compact on Refugees 
(GCR) and the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly and 
Regular Migration (GCM). 

Please click to view the 
2019 Gaziantep Declaration

https://www.municipalforum2019.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Gaziantep-Declaration-27-November-2019.pdf
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Gaziantep-Declaration-27-November-2019.pdf
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USEFUL LINKS

26 NOVEMBER 2019 PRESS RELEASE 
MAYORS ,  LOCAL AUTHORITIES ,  DEVELOPMENT ACTORS FROM 
FOUR CONTINENTS MEET TO ADVANCE SOLUTIONS TO MIGRATION 
AND DISPLACEMENT

27 NOVEMBER 2019 PRESS RELEASE 
THE GAZIANTEP DECLARATION CALLS FOR TRANSITION FROM 
EMERGENCY TO RESILIENCE APPROACH IN MIGRATION AND 
DISPLACEMENT RESPONSES

UNDP SUPPORT TO MUNICIPAL RESILIENCE IN TURKEY

MIGRATION, DISPLACEMENT AND COMMUNITY RESILIENCE

CLIMATE CHANGE, MIGRATION AND DISPLACEMENT

A DEVELOPMENT APPROACH TO MIGRATION AND 
DISPLACEMENT

GLOBAL MAPPING OF UNDP INITIATIVES ON MIGRATION 
AND DISPLACEMENT 

MIGRATION DATA PORTAL

www.municipalforum2019.org

MUNICIPAL FORUM 2019 SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS

https://www.municipalforum2019.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Municipal-Forum_1stDay_Press-Release-26NOV.pdf
https://www.municipalforum2019.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Municipal-Forum_2ndDay_Press-Release-27NOV.pdf
https://www.tr.undp.org/content/turkey/tr/home/library/syria_programme/undp-support-to-municipal-resilience-in-turkey.html
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/rbec/docs/undp-rbec-2016-migration-report.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/climate-and-disaster-resilience-/migration-report.html
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Sustainable%20Development/Final%20Guidance%20Note%20Migration%20and%20Displacement%2016%20January%202016.pdf
https://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/Sustainable%20Development/Migration%20and%20displacement/Global%20Mapping%20of%20UNDP%20Initiatives%20on%20Migration%20and%20Displacement.pdf
https://migrationdataportal.org/?i=stock_abs_&t=2019
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